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The Society of Children’s Book Writers and
Illustrators, a nonprofit 501(c)3 organization, is
the only professional organization specifically
for individuals who write, illustrate, and
translate for children and young adults. Our
mission is to support the creation and
availability of quality children’s books in every
region of the world.
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Rebecca Ansari

After twelve years as an ER doctor, Rebecca K.S. Ansari
shelved her scrubs to write magical and mysterious worlds
for middle grade readers. Her debut novel, THE MISSING
PIECE OF CHARLIE O’REILLY was a finalist for the Minnesota
Book Award, an ALA 2020 Notable Children's Book nominee
and a Junior Library Guild selection. Her second novel, THE
IN-BETWEEN, was selected as an ALA Notable Children’s
Book (2022), was a Junior Library Guild selection, and
received starred reviews (Kirkus, Publisher Weekly, and
School Library Journal).
Books:
THE MISSING PIECE OF CHARLIE O'REILLY, 2019)
THE IN-BETWEEN, 2021
Website: RebeccaAnsari.com

Marion Dane Bauer
Marion Dane Bauer is the author of over one-hundred books
ranging from board books, picture books and early readers
—both fiction and non-fiction—to books on writing and
novels for middle grade and young adult. She has won
numerous awards including an American Library
Association Newbery Honor Award for her novel, On My
Honor. She edited and contributed to the groundbreaking
and award-winning young adult collection of gay and
lesbian stories, Am I Blue? Coming Out from the Silence,
published in 1994. She was one of the founding faculty and
the first Faculty Chair for the Vermont College of Fine Arts
MFA in Writing for Children and Young Adults. Her books
have been published in more than a dozen languages.
Website: www.mariondanebauer.com

Elizabeth Gilbert Bedia
Elizabeth (Liz) Gilbert Bedia spends her days creating
heartfelt and humorous stories for children. She is the author
of Bess the Barn Stands Strong (Page Street Kids) named one
of the “Superlative Books of 2020” by BookPage, Arthur
Wants a Balloon (Trigger Publishing UK), Balloons for Papa
(HarperCollins), and Diplodocus Finds Its Family (DK
Children/PRH) out in fall of 2022.
Books:
Bess the Barn Stands Strong
Arthur Wants a Balloon
Ballons for Papa
Diplodocus Finds Its Family
Website: elizabethgilbertbedia.com
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Timi Bliss
Timi Bliss is a children's book author, digital illustrator, and
publisher of diverse children’s books that provide children
of color with literature that relates, associates, and connects
them to the world, and helps inform their sense of identity,
self-worth and belonging. But just as important, my books
provide windows into other cultures for children to learn of
experiences unlike their own.
Books:
The Magic in Me (2021)
In Search of the Gingerbread Man (2019)
In Search of the Sandman (2017)
Website: timibliss.com

Renee Bolla
As the mother of three strong and talented daughters,
Renee's writing journey started with the idea of creating a
keepsake book for each of her children. While it started as a
hobby, it has evolved in to much more. She is at the
beginning of her writing journey and is looking forward to
sharing her stories with others.
Books:
Finding Bunny. Self-published in 2022
Next book coming out October, 2022.
Website: reneebollaauthor.com

Lisa Bolt Simons
Lisa M. Bolt Simons has published more than 50 children's
nonfiction books and middle grade novels, as well as an
adult history book. She’s received two Honorable Mentions
for the McKnight Artist Fellowship for Children's Literature,
two Minnesota State Arts Board grants, and other accolades
for her fiction and nonfiction.
Books:
The Vanished Northwest Passage Arctic Expedition, 2022
How Do Pushes and Pulls Affect Motion, 2022
What Is a Habitat? 2021
Lion vs. Hyena, 2021
Go Freshwater Fishing! 2021
Website: www.lisamboltsimons.com
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Eileen Burke
Eileen Burke is a writer, travel enthusiast, and instant best
friend to every animal she meets. She has a master’s degree
in middle level education and serves as the Regional Advisor
for the Iowa/Minnesota chapter of the Society of Children’s
Book Writers and Illustrators (SCBWI). Under a different
name, Eileen authored the Mia Fullerton series (Bancroft
Press).

Dr. Tyronne Carter
Dr. Tyronne Carter is a licensed principal, licensed K-8
science teacher, certified STEM instructor, and served 13
years in both Minneapolis and St. Paul school districts. He is
the CEO/Director of Marketing and Curriculum Design for
America's Fun Science, a company he founded in 2015.
America's Fun Science is a provider of fun, hands-on,
affordable science and STEM/STEAM programming for PreK through 8th grade, in and around the Twin Cities area and
beyond. Tyronne is also a Vietnam-Era Navy veteran.
Books:
Tyronne Carter Kid Scientist
Girls Know STEM Too, Tyronne!
Website: www.americasfunscience.com

Mark Ceilley
Mark Ceilley earned his MFA in writing for children and
young adults from Hamline University. He has taught
Pre-K, Kindergarten, First and Second grades, and is
currently a reading interventionist. He lives in St. Paul,
Minnesota with his husband. This is his first picture
book.
Books:
CINDERELLIOT: A SCRUMPTIOUS FAIRYTALE
Website: www.markceilley.com
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Tina Cho

Tina Cho is a children’s book author and elementary teacher
who recently moved back to Iowa after living in South Korea
for ten years with her husband and two teenagers.
Books:
Rice from Heaven: The Secret Mission to Feed North Koreans,
2018
Korean Celebrations, 2019
My Breakfast with Jesus, 2020
The Ocean Calls: A Haenyeo Mermaid Story, 2020
Asian American Women in Science: 15 Inspiring People You
Should Know, 2022
The Other Side of Tomorrow, a lyrical middle grade novel, ,
2024
Website: https://www.tinamcho.com/

Kolina Cicero
Kolina Cicero has long dreamt of being an author, and in
July of 2020, that dream came true as she published her
children's book, Rosie and the Hobby Farm. A former
business owner, freelancer, and staff writer, she now spends
her days caring for her two young children and writing
during the fleeting moments of stillness she manages to
find. Her current writing projects include working on her
novel, a collaboration with a ceramic artist for an expansive
art collection, and regular contributions to Wit & Delight.
Books:
Rosie and the Hobby Farm (2020)
Website: https://kolinacicero.com/

Lisa Broadie Cook
Lisa Broadie Cook is a children's author. She was a teacher
for many years and has a passion for early literacy. Lisa has
two grown children. She lives in Boone, Iowa with her
husband and her dog Wrigley ( a reading dog). Lisa loves to
read and go on long walks.
Books:
The Author on My Street 2001
Martin MacGregor's Snowman, 2003
Peanut Butter and Homework Sandwiches, 2011
Website:
https://lisabroadiecook.wixsite.com/mysite

iowa.scbwi.org
iowa.scbwi.org

Payal Doshi
Payal Doshi has a Master’s in Creative Writing from The New
School, New York. Having lived in India, the UK, and US, she
noticed a lack of Indian protagonists in global children’s
fiction and one day wrote the opening paragraph to what
would become Rea and the Blood of the Nectar, her debut
middle grade novel. Raised in Mumbai, India, Payal currently
lives with her family in Minneapolis, Minnesota and can be
found daydreaming about fantasy realms to send her
characters off into. Learn more at
www.payaldoshiauthor.com, @payaldoshiauthor on
Instagram and @payaldwrites on Twitter.
Books: Rea and the Blood of the Nectar, 2021
Website: www.payaldoshiauthor.com

Kari Dunn Buron

Kari Dunn Buron taught in the K-12 public school system for
30+ years specializing in students with autism. Kari was a
founding member of the Minnesota Autism Project and
developed an Autism Certificate programs for educators at
Hamline University in St. Paul, MN. Kari serves on the
Advisory Board for the Autism Society of Trinidad and
Tobago and the Autism Society of Minnesota and has done
volunteer work related to autism in Ghana, Tanzania, Nigeria,
Nepal and throughout the Caribbean. Kari has authored
several academic books including The Incredible 5-Point
Scale and in 2012 was inducted into the Illinois State
University Department of Education Hall of Fame.
Books:
When My Worries Get Too Big
Adalyn's Clare
Website: www.5pointscale.com

Megan Ray Durkin
Megan Ray Durkin has lived and taught in many places in
both the United States and Asia. Much of her writing for
children reflects cultural geography themes as well as
elements of land stewardship and animal care taking. She
attempts to inform her current work with her education
background and experience of reading aloud to young
children every day for over thirty years!
Books:
Bugatti Veyron, 2019
What Would it Take to Make a Flying Car, 2020
What Would it Take to Upload a Mind, 2020
Website: http://meganraydurkin.com
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Steve Erickson

Growing up in Minnesota, Steve enjoyed playing baseball
and drawing. When he realized that not being able to hit a
curveball would probably keep him out of the major leagues,
he followed his creative inclination and enrolled at Drake
University. After graduating with a BFA, Steve worked more
than forty years in the advertising industry, first as an art
director and then as a creative director.
As a boy, Steve was always intrigued by what might really be
happening behind a closed refrigerator door. So, he decided
to combine his creative talents and youthful curiosity by
writing and illustrating his first book, A Very Chilling Mystery.
He hopes this book will inspire readers to open the door to
the possibilities of their own imaginations.

Jill Esbaum
Jill Esbaum is a frequent school visitor and conference
speaker. She teaches writing for children at the Whispering
Woods Picture Book Writing Retreat and workshops around
the country. She lives with her husband on a farm near
Davenport, Iowa. Follow her on Twitter @JEsbaum or her
blog, www.picturebookbuilders.com
Books:
Jack Bright's Brave Flight
Thunder & Cluck graphic novel series
National Geographic's Little Kids First Big Book series
Website: https://www.jillesbaum.com

Jill Friestad-Tate
Jill Friestad-Tate is the award-winning author of Messages
on the Moon (Purple Dragonfly and Mom’s Choice-Gold
Level Awards) and Priscilla’s Perfect Tea Party. Professor by
day, writer when time permits, Jill writes about childhood
experiences and little-known historical facts. Jill lives in Iowa
and loves her family, Starbucks, and everything Disney.
Learn more at www.friestadtate.wixsite.com or Twitter
@friestadtate.
Books:
Messages on the Moon, 2021
Priscilla's Perfect Tea Party , 2018
Website: www.friestadtate.wixsite.com
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Lynn Garthwaite

Lynn Garthwaite is the author of ten books, including the
Dirkle Smat Adventure book series, written for first and
second grade reading levels. She has also written three
picture books for clients, including Radio Flyer and
Shutterfly, and an historic non-fiction for all ages titled Our
States Have Crazy Shapes: Panhandles, Bootheels, Knobs
and Points. Released in 2020 are the mystery/thriller novel
Starless Midnight and an updated nursery rhyme book titled
Childhood Rhymes for Modern Times. She is also a
copyeditor for two magazines and a publisher.
Books:
Brisket Cares
Our States Have Crazy Shapes: Panhandles, Bootheels, Knobs
and Points
Starless Midnight
Website: www.BlueSpectrumBooks.com

Linda Gerdner

Linda A. Gerdner PhD, RN, FAAN has a doctorate in Nursing
in Aging with a cognate in Anthropology. Her career is
driven by a deep passion to advance care of persons with
dementia and ethnic elders. She is co-editor and author of
three chapters in the book entitled, Ethnicity and Dementias
(3rd ed.), for use by professional health providers. In
addition, she has applied her love of learning and writing
books to the cultural heritage of the Hmong people. This
books include topics of Hmong textile art and traditional
healing modalities.
Books:
Musical Memories
Grandfather’s Story Cloth / Yawg Daim Paj Ntaub Dab Neeg
Hmong Story Cloths: Preserving Historical and Cultural
Treasures.
Website:
https://gerdnerlinda.wixsite.com/musicalmemories

Linda Glaser
Linda Glaser is an award winning author with over 30
published children's books. Ever since she was young, she
has loved to write and dreamed of writing children's books.
Some of her fondest childhood memories are of the cozy
times spent under the covers while her mother read to her.
Now she savors reading to her grandchildren every chance
she gets. She finds it most gratifying that her own books
have found their way into the hands and hearts of many
children.
Books:
Emma's Poem, The Voice of the Statue of Liberty
Hannah's Way
Kimmy's Marvelous Wind Catching Wonder
Way Too Many Latkes
Website: www.LindaGlaserAuthor.com
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Charlotte Gunnufson
Charlotte Gunnufson is the author of two picture books,
Prince and Pirate, which received a starred review from
Kirkus, and Halloween Hustle. Her latest picture book, Dream
Submarine, will be published by Candlewick and is currently
set for release in spring 2024. Her poems have appeared in
the Cricket and Highlights family of magazines and she is a
four-time recipient of Highlights Pewter Plate award.
Charlotte holds a bachelor’s degree in English and a Master’s
of Arts degree in Teaching.
Books:
Prince and the Pirate
Halloween Hustle
Dream Submarine
Website: https://www.booksbycharlotte.com/bio

Ruth Harper

Ruth E. Harper is a self-taught artist from England, an
immigrant to America at age 16. She has been a professional
artist for over 35 years.
Ruth uses primarily watercolor to convey warmth and joy in
her nature and animal paintings. From an early age she
buried herself into drawing nature, a deep solace in her
family’s very tumultuous world. In her art she hopes to
convey calm, a little humor, and spread love of the outdoors.
Books:
The Kissing Hand
Sassafras
Happy Mamas
Otters, Snails, and Tadpole Tails
Where do Creatures Sleep at Night
Website: http://www.rutheharper.com

Kayla Harren
Kayla Harren graduated from the School of Visual Arts (SVA)
in New York City with a BFA in illustration. She has
illustrated A BOY LIKE YOU (winner of the 2019 EUREKA
Gold Award) and THE BOY WHO GREW A FOREST (winner
of the 2020 Crystal Kite Award.) Her work has been featured
in the Society of Illustrators, American Illustration,
Communication Arts, and 3x3 Magazine.
Books:
A BOY LIKE YOU
A GIRL LIKE YOU
A TEACHER LIKE YOU
THE BOY WHO GREW A FOREST
HANNAH'S TALL ORDER
FIERY NIGHT
MARY HAD A LITTLE LIZARD
Website: www.kaylaharren.com
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Rina Heisel
Rina Heisel has written the scripts for many natural sciencethemed documentaries and magazine segments She is also a
member of the Society of Children’s Book Writers and
Illustrators. After eleven years producing educational
television programs for South Dakota Public Broadcasting,
Rina found she especially enjoyed writing segments
centering on natural sciences. She found lots of inspiration in
the animals she filmed, feeling as if she was getting a sneak
peek into their secret worlds.
Books:
JOURNEY BEYOND THE BURROW, 2021
Website: rinaheisel.com

Sharon Henry
Sharon K Henry is an author/illustrator. She has two
children's books. Good Day, Sad Day, Same Day: A Day with
My Mommy Who Has Bipolar Disorder, 2018. Just Fishing,
2021. Both books published by Beaver's Pond Press. Sharon
lives in Northfield, Minnesota with her husband and
grandson.
Books:
Good Day, Sad Day, Same Day
Just Fishing
Website: www.sharonkhenry.net

Rebecca Janni
Rebecca Janni learned early on that biking is the best way to
get around the neighborhood and reading is the best way to
get around the world. Author of Spin, Jammy Dance and the
Every Cowgirl series, Rebecca divides her time between
visiting schools and libraries, volunteering, and writing for
children—all of which take a back seat to motherhood. She
lives in Iowa with her much-loved husband James, their four
children – Andrew, Anna, Jacob, and Joshua. She loves to
read and bike with her family, but not at the same time.
Books:
Spin
Jammy Dance
Every Cowgirl series
Website: https://www.rebeccajanni.com
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Cindy Johnson
Cindy Chambers Johnson is the author of RUSSELL
WRESTLES THE RELATIVES (Aladdin, 2018), a Texas 2 X 2
reading list pick for 2019-2020. With a childhood filled with
camping trips, puddles to jump, trees to climb, and books to
read, writing for kids lets her visit that world, play with words,
and share her sense of wonderment. She hopes to bring
humor and joy to kids and their grown-ups through her
books and presentations.
Books:
Russell Wrestles the Relatives, 2018
Website: https://www.cindychambersjohnson.com

Katharine Johnson
Katharine Johnson lives in Northern Minnesota with her
husband. She has degrees in Spanish, English, a library
certification as well as a MEd in Educational Media. Besides
teaching high school students, she has led writing
workshops and given frequent presentations for a local
College for Seniors program. She is a member of SCBWI,
Lake Superior Writers, and a local writers’ group.
Books:
The Mukluk Ball, 2019
The Wind and the Drum, 2018
Born in Red Canoe, 2022.
Website: katharinejohnsonbooks.com

Kristin Johnson
Kristin F. Johnson was born and raised in Bloomington,
Minnesota. She graduated from Gustavus Adolphus College
with a business degree. Kristin is a former media
specialist/school librarian for Minneapolis Public Schools
and radio host for KFAI’s Write On! Radio program. Kristin
lives in St. Paul, Minnesota, with her family and their rescue
dog. Fearless is her tenth book for kids.
Books:
Day of Disaster" series
Wall of Water, 2017
Deep Freeze, 2017
Black Blizzard, 2017
Website: www.kfjbooks.com
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Kevin Kunkel
Kevin believes people are fundamentally good and altruistic.
He writes books to reflect that belief. Kevin wants to be funny
but that desire isn’t always reflected in short bios. He fully
intends to fix the screen door this spring or by fall at the
latest.
Books:
The World We Choose
Website: https://kevinkunkelauthor.com/

Susan Latta

Susan Latta holds an undergraduate degree in journalism,
an MBA, and an MFA in writing for children and young
adults from Hamline University. Chicago Review Press
published Bold Women of Medicine: 21 Stories of
Astounding Discoveries, Daring Surgeries, and Healing
Breakthroughs, (a CBC-NCSS Notable Social Studies Trade
book for 2017, and now out in paperback). She has written
on history, biography, and geography topics for Appleseeds
and Faces magazines and is the recipient of the Loft Literary
Center’s Shabo Award for Children’s Picture Book Writers.
She frequently contributed to the Nonfictionary Column in
Bookology’s Online Magazine.
Book:
Bold Women of Medicine: 21 Stories of Astounding
Discoveries, Daring Surgeries, and Healing Breakthroughs
Website: https://www.susanlatta.com

Julie Schanke Lyford
When she is not writing or presenting, Julie loves to spend
time with her family. She enjoys watching movies and live
theatre and is looking forward to traveling again once the
world recovers from the pandemic. Julie Schanke Lyford
lives in West Saint Paul, MN, with her husband Rafe, two
daughters Katy and Madi, and Wallace, their rescue dog.
Books:
Katy has Two Grampas
Website: https://www.katyhastwogrampas.com/
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Sara Matson
Sara has published more than 150 stories, articles, crafts and
activities in Highlights, Highlights High Five, Cricket, The
School Magazine, Boys’ Quest, and other magazines. A
former elementary teacher, she currently writes for IXL.com
and wrote multiple leveled e-books for ABCmouse.com. In
her free time, she enjoys watching BBC mysteries, knitting
stuffed lions, cooking healthy meals, and tagging monarch
butterflies every autumn.
Books:
"Pen Power.” Highlights. March 2022.
“Just Like You.” Highlights. December 2021.
"The Just-Right Present.” Highlights. October 2021.
“Message from the Moon.” The School Magazine (Orbit).
June 2021.
“5 Questions for José Hernández.” Highlights. June 2021.
Website: www.saramatson.com

Danith McPherson

Danith is a short story writer who transitioned to novels. She
is a trained kilt maker and enjoys wearing MacPherson
tartan. On a warm, clear night, she will be out stargazing with
my telescope. She is a member of the Science Fiction Writers
of America. Her short stories have appeared in The Year’s
Best Fantasy and Horror, Asimov’s Science Fiction
Magazine, Amazing Stories, and other places.
Books:
Averted Vision
Blade of Mad Vision
Roar at the Universe
Monarch of Lightning
Website: https://danithmcpherson.com/

Jo Myers-Walker
Jo has been an artist and art teacher for more than 50 years,
working with people of all ages. Although she's mostly into
watercolors, she's always exploring new techniques and
materials. Jo finds the most joy of creating something is in
the process of dreaming it up and figuring out how to
actualize it. In 2013 she sold her studio building in Gilbert,
Iowa, and moved to Iowa City, giving her the freedom to
paint, live simply, go “on tour,” and be of service. She
encourages others to have the courage to risk and live
creatively.
Website: http://www.theleftbankstudio.com
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Sarvinder Naberhaus
Sarvinder Naberhaus is an award winning, critically
acclaimed and bestselling author. Her book BLUE SKY
WHITE STARS is a blue ribbon book for Dolly Parton’s
Imagination Library and has been nominated for several state
awards, while recognized as a best, choice, or notable book
of the year, and more. Sarvinder has a Masters of Education
degree and enjoys teaching at Iowa State University. She
loves being an author, and lives with her husband, dog, cats,
and chickens in Iowa. Her children however, have flown the
coop
Books:
Boom Boom
Blue Sky White Stars
Lines
Thanku--an anthology of poems from different authors.
Website: www.sarvinder.com

Sarah Nelson

Sarah Nelson is a poet, a teacher, and the author of several
books for young children, including A Park Connects Us and
Frogness. Sarah especially loves writing about nature and
inspiring, lesser-known moments in history. She often finds
her book ideas hopping, honking, or pedaling along the
trails of her favorite city parks.
Books:
A PARK CONNECTS US , 2022
FROGNESS, 2021
I LIKE THE RAIN; I LIKE THE SNOW; I LIKE THE SUN; I LIKE
THE WIND, 2021
Website: sarahnelsonbooks.com

Anna Ostenson Moore
Anna V. Ostenso Moore wrote the picture books “Today is a
Baptism Day” and “We Gather at This Table” to reflect the
beauty and diversity of the families with whom she works.
Wife, mother, Episcopal priest, daughter, sister, aunt,
godparent, and friend, her greatest joys include her toddler's
laugh, a good pot of tea with her husband David, and
dancing at every opportunity.
Books:
We Gather at This Table, 2020
Today Is a Baptism Day,, 2018
Website: annavostensomoore.com
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Ann Page
Ann M. Page is a children’s book author. Her most recent
book, A CHRISTMAS DREAM FOR [NAME] won the 2019
National Parenting Products Award. This story is
personalized to include the child’s name on every page
either in text or in the illustration. Ms. Page is a retired high
school math teacher and writer/editor in the education
market as well as a publisher with Floating Raft Press, LLC.
She is a member of the Society of Children’s Book Writers
and Illustrators, Julie Hedlund’s 12x12 Picture Book
Challenge, and Children’s Book Insider. You can follow Ms.
Page on twitter @AnnPage10
Books:
A Christmas Dream
Chester’s Christmas List
Chester’s Christmas Visit
Maggie’s Christmas Ride
Website: www.AnnPageAuthor.com

Norene Paulson
Norene Paulson is a word-loving, book-reading, story-writing
picture book author who writes stories that celebrate
friendship, acceptance, and inclusion. Norene lives on a
country acreage with her husband and rescue pup Ellie.
Books:
Benny's True Colors, 2020
What's Silly Hair with No Hair?, 2021
Nila's Perfect Coat, 2023
Website: http://www.norenepaulson.com

Yvonne Pearson

Yvonne Pearson is a freelance writer and retired clinical
social worker who has published Little Loon Finds His Voice
and Sadie Braves the Wilderness. She has also published
sixteen non-fiction children’s books for the educational
market. She is a 2018 Loft-McKnight Writing Fellow and has
received a Loft Creative Non-Fiction Award, the Shabo
Award in children’s literature, and two Minnesota State Arts
Board grants. Poetry is another literary love. Her poems have
been published in various journals.
Books:
The Chilean Miners: Buried Alive (2016)
Smelly, Stinky Skunk: Teaching Adjectives (2016)
A Bird in a Nest in a Tree: Teaching Nouns (2016)
Cows, Horses and Sheep: Teaching Plural Words (2016)
Website: www.yvonnepearson.com
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Jason Platt
Jason Platt grew up in Durham, North Carolina, and is a
graduate of the Savannah College of Art and Design in
Savannah, GA. He is a member of the National Cartoonists
Society and his first two books, Middle School Misadventures
and Operation: Hat Heist!, were chosen for the Texas Library
Association's Little Maverick Graphic Novel Reading List.
When he isn't writing or cartooning, he loves to travel, hike
and play board games. He and his family live in Davenport,
Iowa.
Books:
Middle School Misadventures
Middle School Misadventures: Operation Hat Heist!
Middle School Misadventures: Dance Disaster
Website: www.middleschoolmisadventures.com

Mary Reding
Mary Reding has spent the better part of her life as a student:
earning advanced degrees in English and Education with
specialization in heroic archetypes, mentorship, systems of
privilege, and the hidden curriculum. Currently, she
dedicates half her time to tending various pets and plants on
a farm in the Middle of Nowhere, Iowa. The other half she
devotes to dreaming up new fantasy worlds for children. In
the in-between, she is a mentor and scholar: advising
college students on their academic journey. In the afterward, she plans to haunt bookshops - all sorts.
Books:
Representing Iowa with "The Angel of Death" in The
Haunted States of America an anthology edited by SCBWI
Website: www.maryredingwrites.com

Mackinzie Rekers
Mackinzie Rekers is an illustrator living in Iowa City, Iowa
with her husband, three rambunctious kiddos and one
bonkers puppy. She is passionate about illustration and
loves using textured style, well intentioned color palettes
and quirky accents. She especially enjoys styling characters
and loves illustrating animals, food, and other pieces
inspired by nature.
When she isn't drawing she loves to read, travel, and read
about traveling.
Books:
I've Never Met My Grandpa, 2022
Website: www.mackinzierekers.com
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Marcie Rendon
Marcie Rendon, White Earth Ojibwe. Listed in Oprah’s 2020
list of 31 Native American Author’s to read, Rendon also
received Minnesota’s 2020 McKnight Distinguished Artist
Award. Pow-wow Summer, children’s non-fiction published
by MN Historical Press, 2017. Stitches of Tradition, a
children’s book, will be published by Heartdrum 2024.
Sinister Graves, the third Cash Blackbear novel, adult, will be
available Oct 2022, Soho Press. Girl Gone Missing and
Murder on the Red River both received prestigious
recognition, Soho Press
Books:
Pow-wow Summer, 2017
Website: https://www.marcierendon.com/

Victor Santos
Victor Santos is the Latino, Iowa-based author of the multiaward-winning Little Polyglot Adventures series and of the
Kirkus starred-review book My Dad, MyRock. His books aim
to inspire, warm the heart, and help raise loving adults with a
healthy self-image.
Books:
My Dad, My Rock (2022)
Just Like Magic (2022)
Goodbye, Colors! (2022)
The Boy Who Illustrated Happiness (2021)
Website: https://linguacious2005.myshopify.com/collections/shop-english-esl

Robert Schanke
Robert is an award-winning author having published several
books featuring LGBTQ+ theatre artists in America. Two
have been finalists for the prestigious Lambda Literary
Award. His biography of playwright Mercedes De Acosta
won ForeWord Magazine’s Book of the Year Award for G/L
No
Books:
Staging Desire: Queer Readings of American Theater History
(Michigan, 2002).
The Gay and Lesbian Theatrical Legacy, appeared in 2005.
Website: https://www.katyhastwogrampas.com/
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Alicia Schwab

Alicia Schwab illustrates books for children and adults. She is
primarily influenced by growing up in southern Wisconsin in
an intersectional family with a motley assortment of pets
(including a toucan). Alicia has a Bachelor of Fine Arts in art
and design from the University of Wisconsin-Stout. She
began her career by co-founding a graphic design firm in
Hannover, Germany. Since then, Alicia has illustrated several
books (and magazines) in the United States and Germany.
She currently lives in Minnesota and enjoys long walks with
her adventurous husband, daughter, and sweet dog.
Books:
THE MUKLUK BALL, 2018
TAKÓŽA: WALKS WITH THE BLUE MOON GIRL, 2020
LITE: THE HIGH TREASON INCIDENT, 2022
Website: aliciaschwab.com

Claire Sedovic
From a long maternal line of teachers Claire not only
continues to grow as an artist, but also to better understand
how her words, pictures, and actions can help shape
younger generations. She aims to create art that not only
fulfills her artistically, but which also resonates with and
brings joy to children (and the child in every adult).
Books:
Odd Animal ABC’s, 2019
The Wondering Woodsman (Self Published, 2022)
Website: clairesedovic.com

Amanda Seefeld Marke
In January of 2013, Amanda and her family were in a tragic
accident. Her nine-month-old baby, Tabitha, died two days
later. Her book, “Stella’s Story: Dealing with Sibling Loss”
was written to use as a consistent message for Amanda’s 2
½-year-old daughter to help her cope with the death of her
baby sister. Amanda volunteers at Children's HospitalMinnesota and serves on Team Tabitha with the Ronald
McDonald House 'Cooks for Kids' program. Her passion is to
help others deal with their loss by sharing her story at grief
coalitions throughout the Twin Cities metro area.
Books:
Stella's Story: Dealing with Sibling Loss, 2018
Website: https://www.amandamarkle.com
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Jamie Seitz

Jamie Seitz is a middle-grade and young adult fiction author.
Her funny backyard garden adventures also become stories
that pop up in the monthly humor column, In the Weeds, in
Garden Gate Magazine. Besides writing, her talents include
being an expert maker of guacamole and the perfect mixed
CD for any road trip, knitting extremely long scarves (not hats
or sweaters...just scarves), and a knack for finding the funny
in everyday life. She lives in Iowa with her husband, four
teens, two dogs, two cats, and a partridge in a pear tree.
Jamie loves to travel with her family and their yearly twoweek road trip vacations often serve as inspiration for her
books. She is represented by Katie Salvo at Metamorphosis
Literary Agency.
Books:
Jenny with a Why, 2023
Website: www.jamieseitz.com

Victoria Toups Sheaffer
Victoria (Vicki) Toups Sheaffer: Vicki’s personal love for
writing and journaling began at an early age, encouraged by
both of her grandmothers. She has used her business
degree and entrepreneurial spirit to undertake a number of
business-related projects, focused primarily on marketing.
She wrote material and did performance work as a member
of a morning radio show trio, and created a marketing
presence for BabySoft ID Bands. She is now focusing her
love of poetry and story-telling on writing for children.
Books:
Oh Mother How Funny

Nancy Silcox
Growing up in New Ulm, MN, Nancy Silcox now lives in
Northfied, MN. She and her husband joined thePeace Corps
after college in 1968 and served two years in Guyana, South
America. She has been a public and school librarian in
Virginia, Egypt, Belgium and Ukraine.
Books:
Samuel Wilbert Tucker: The Story of a Civil Rights Trailblazer
1939 Alexandria Library Sit-In
Website: nancynoyessilcox.com
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Shivangi Singh

Shivangi Singh is an Indie Minnesota Author and an avid
digital creator. Currently, she works as a part-time content
writer and educator. She is also an artist/illustrator and loves
folk art forms of India. She likes to create art inspired by
Indian culture. Before coming to the U.S. from India, she
worked as a journalist with a prominent news channel. She
has interviewed writers like Nobel Laureate Wole Soyinka,
Khushwant Singh, Ruskin Bond, William Dalrymple, Amitav
Ghosh, and Chetan Bhagat, to name a few. She has received
many awards for her creative writing skills from organizations
such as the UNFPA.
Books:
The Princess with Brown Teeth
Who Ate the Moon
The Boy Named Joy
Happy's Hairy Tale
Website: https://adivir.wordpress.com/

Caren Stelson
Caren Stelson is an award-winning author from Minneapolis,
Minnesota. A non-fiction writer for children and young
adults, Caren's books have focused on WWII and the themes
of war and peace. She believes that young people yearn to
understand the reality of their world and deserve stories that
are both well researched and inspiring.
Books:
Sachiko: A Nagasaki Bomb Survivor’s Story
A Bowl Full of Peace
Website: www.carenstelson.com

Mike Todd
Dr. Ninja is a mixed animal veterinary practioner in Iowa,
working on all kinds of animals except skunks. He raises
American British White Park cattle. He has worked
detasseling, construction, on a garbage truck, tutoring, as an
inventor, in veterinary practice, an occasional speaker at
continuing education classes, and now as an author. He has
been a youth coach, is a hunter safety instructor, is an elder
in his church, been president of the American British White
Park Cattle Association, president of the local Pheasants
Forever, on Veterinary Technician Advisory Board, and other
local activities.
Books:
Riding With My Dad, 2021
Website: www.DrNinjaAuthor.com
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Anton Treuer
Anton Treuer (pronounced troy-er) is Professor of Ojibwe at
Bemidji State University and author of many books. His
equity, education, and cultural work has put him on a path of
service around the region, the nation, and the world.
Books:
Everything You Wanted to Know About Indians But Were
Afraid to Ask
The Language Warrior’s Manifesto: How to Keep Our
Languages Alive No Matter the Odds
The Cultural Toolbox: Traditional Ojibwe Living in the Modern
World,
Warrior Nation: A History of the Red Lake Ojibwe
Ojibwe in Minnesota
Website: https://antontreuer.com

Artika Tyner

Dr. Artika R. Tyner is a passionate educator, author, sought
after speaker, and advocate for justice. At the University of
St. Thomas School of Law, Dr. Tyner serves as the founding
director of the Center on Race, Leadership and Social
Justice. She is committed to training students to serve as
social engineers who create new inroads to justice and
freedom.
Books:
Akua is Great
Kofi Loves Music
Kwanzaa: Traditions and Celebrations
Stand Up and Be Counted
Amanda Gorman: Inspiring Hope with Poetry
Stacey Abrams: Champion of Democracy
The Fight for Black Rights: Vigilante Danger; Black Lives
Matter; Voter Suppression
Stand Up and Be Counted
Website: www.artikatyner.com

Brooke Van Sickle

Brooke Van Sickle (Gansemer) is an award-winning author
of 3 picture books. Her books have received honors for the
Moonbeam Children's Award, Mom's Choice, and the
Independent Press Award for distinguished favorite
preschool picture book. She's also a member of publisher
organizations such as IBPA, MiPA, & IPG. When not writing
her own books, Brooke teaches other aspiring writers how to
write and publish kids’ books at journeytokidlit.com.
Books:
Pirates Stuck at "C", 2020
Humans In-Training, 2020
This is My Castle, 2021
Website: http://brookevansickle.com
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Rebecca Vorkapich
Much like the children in Rebecca’s debut middle-grade
novel, THE CHILDREN OF HORSESHOE HIDEOUT, she was
born in a small town in southeast Iowa on the banks of the
Mississippi. She spent nearly twenty years in sunny Phoenix,
AZ, designing and programming systems for the airline
industry, but eventually returned to the shady comfort of her
hometown where she writes and illustrates children’s books,
paints, throws pottery, and rescues rusty trellises.
Books:
The Children of Horseshoe Hideout
The Children of Horseshoe Hideout in Family Trees
Website:
https://www.rebeccamatthewspaints.com/

Ricki Walters
Ricki Walters is a lifelong Minnesotan. Her debut novel, The
Enchanted, is a fantasy-adventure for middle-school readers.
The book is set in metro Minnesota parks and nature
centers. Readers of Lisa McMann’s Going Wild, Holly Black’s
Spiderwick Chronicles, Anne Ursu, and Rick Riordan will
enjoy The Enchanted. Its fairy characters come straight out
of Irish Celtic mythology.
Books:
The Plague Doctor
The Morality Play
Website: https://www.rickiwalters--author.com

Stephanie Watson
Stephanie Watson is the author of three middle-grade
novels: Pencilvania, Elvis & Olive and Elvis & Olive: Super
Detectives. She also wrote the picture books Best Friends in
the Universe, Behold! A Baby and The Wee Hours. In
addition to writing books, she also teaches writing
workshop and offers author presentations for both children
and adults.
Books:
Pencilvania, 2021
Best Friends in the Universe, 2018
Behold! A Baby, 2015
The Wee Hours, 2013
Elvis & Olive: Super Detectives, 2010
Website: www.stephanie-watson.com
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Eliza Wheeler
Eliza Wheeler is the illustrator-author of Home in the Woods
and the NYT bestselling picture book Miss Maple’s Seeds.
She was a recipient of the Sendak Fellowship Award, and has
illustrated numerous books for children, including Newbery
Honor book Doll Bones (Holly Black), When I'm With You and
Wherever You Go (Pat Zietlow Miller), and John Ronald’s
Dragons: Story of J.R.R. Tolkien (Caroline McAlister).
Books:
When I'm With You
Home in the Woods
When You Are Brave
Wherever You Go
Miss Maple's Seeds
Website: https://wheelerstudio.com/

Matthew Schaaf
Like a lot of parents whose kids can show you their ages
using two hands or less, Matt Schaaf loves to find engaging
and whimsical stories that can be read out loud, with or
without the assistance of his son and daughter. When he's
not being photo-bombed by his busy kiddos, Matt works in
software development and training for a leading producer of
the programs that run e-learning classrooms, disappears into
the more complex worlds of speculative science fiction and
fantasy, and repurposes former trees into the imaginative
structures (like two-story fire-truck and princess beds)
chronicled in his popular "DIY Dad" YouTube videos.
Books:
Hugh Mungous and the ENORMOUS First Name
Website: www.hughmungous.com

Aimee Bissonette
Aimée is the author of ten picture books and is excited to
have her first board book coming out this fall. She writes
fiction and nonfiction for children, much of which is inspired
by her love of nature. She greatly appreciates the work
educators and librarians do on behalf of young readers.
Books:
Headstrong Hallie!, 2021
The Second Life of Trees , 2021
Shipwreck Reefs, 2021)
Website: www.aimeebissonette.com
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David LaRochelle
David LaRochelle has been creating books for young people
for over thirty years. His picture book. David is the recipient of
Theodor Seuss Geisel Award, the SCBWI Sid Fleischmann
Humor Award, the Golden Kite Honor Award for picture book
text, and numerous children's choice state awards. A former
elementary school teacher, David still visits many schools
across the Midwest each year, talking to students about
books, writing, and illustrating.
Books:
See the Dog: Three Stories About a Cat
How to Apologize
See the Cat: Three Stories about a Dog
Isle of You
Website: www.davidlarochelle.com

Heather Demetrios

Heather Demetrios is a critically acclaimed author and
writing coach. Her novels include Little Universes, I’ll Meet
You There, and Bad Romance, as well as the Junior Library
Guild Gold Standard Selection Code Name Badass: The True
Story of Virginia Hall. She is the recipient of the PEN America
Discovery Award for her debut novel, Something Real, and is
the editor of Dear Heartbreak: YA Authors and Teens on the
Dark Side of Love.
Books:
Code Name Badass: The True Story of Virginia Hall
Little Universes
Dear Heartbreak: YA Authors and Teens on the Dark Side of
Love
Bad Romance
Freedom's Slave
Website: https://www.rickiwalters--author.com

Amanda Johnson
Amanda Rose is a small-town girl and author from Northeast
Iowa. Amanda first discovered her appreciation for culture
after visiting Germany with her grandmother and family.
Upon graduating, Amanda found herself studying abroad as
a Rotary Foreign Exchange student, where she was inspired
by the various accents, languages, and lands she observed.
These experiences have shaped her into the author she is
today. Currently, Amanda lives with her husband and two
daughters in Marion, Iowa. In her spare time, Amanda enjoys
reading, biking, and cheering on the Iowa Hawkeyes.
Books:
It's A Wonderful Story
Website: www.amandarosewrites.com
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Stephen Nesser
Stephen's paintings are in museums in Europe, Australia, and
the United States--notably the Smithsonian Institution. His
paintings are his autobiography, and he writes and illustrates
stories about odd people finding a way to fit into the world.
Books:
Child of Wonder
Website: stephennesser.net

Tess Weaver
Tess Weaver is the award-winning author of Fishtastic,
Opera Cat, Cat Jumped In!,
and other books. She dreams up stories in a sunroom with a
bright blue ceiling and
gets her best ideas when she's out walking.
Books:
Fishtastic!
Website: www.tessweaver.com

Candace Camling

Candace Camling earned a BFA in illustration and digital
media from Kendall College of Art & Design. For her, being
an illustrator means getting to solve visual problems,
learning about new topics constantly and trying to bring a
little joy into the world. Candace has won many awards in
juried shows and contests. She has also worked with a wide
variety of clients and collaborators. Candace Camling has
been a member of SCBWI since 2008. She is currently the
Illustrator Coordinator for the state of Iowa.
Books:
INorth Carolina, The First Golden State
Herman and the Princess Gull
My First Interactive Mass Book
Pray and Think Imaginative Rosary Book
Website: www.camlingstudio.com
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Wes Erwin

Wes Erwin writes picture books and middle grade novels. He
is the author of Fire and Ashes: A Boy and an African Proverb
(co-authored with Ahmed Hassan, The Little Fig, 2022) and
Boundary Waters ABC (AdventureKeen, 2014). Wes loves
sharing his books with children through book signings and
readings. Wes has a Ph.D. in Counseling from the University
of Iowa and is a licensed counselor. In his spare time, he
enjoys canoe camping, basketball, and serving as a BSA
Scoutmaster. He, his wife and two sons live in Shoreview,
Minnesota.
Books:
Fire and Ashes: A Boy and an African Proverb (co-authored
with Ahmed Hassan),
The Little Fig (August 2022)
Boundary Waters ABC, AdventureKeen, (2014)
Website: weserwin.com

Lindsey McDivitt
Lindsey McDivitt is the author of three biographies for
children including A Plan for the People: Nelson Mandela’s
Hope for His Nation (2021. Her first fictional picture book,
Christmas Fairies for Ouma, releases in 2022 from Familius
Books.
Books:
Christmas Fairies for Ouma (releases October 2022
A Plan for the People: Nelson Mandela’s Hope for His Nation,
2021
Nature’s Friend: The Gwen Frostic Story, 2018
Truth and Honor: The President Ford Story, 2020
Website: https://www.lindseymcdivitt.com/

Dorothia Rohner

DOROTHIA ROHNER is an award-winning illustrator and the
author of I Am Goose!. She has worked in several artistic
fields that include: scientific illustration, animation, nature
painting, gift and graphic design. She has a long-standing
passion for children’s books and strives to create stories
with a sense magic, nature, imagination, and humor. Her
upcoming book, Forever Twins was inspired by a sketch
that she drew while she waited in the hospital for her twin
grandchildren to be born. http://www.dorothiarohner.com.
Books:
I Am Goose! 2020
A Moo Cow Came Traveling, 2021
A Wish for Twins, The Tale of Our Two Miracles, 2022
Website: http://www.dorothiarohner.com
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Laura Purdie Salas
Laura Purdie Salas has written more than 130 books for kids,
including Lion of the Sky, If You Were the Moon, Water Can
Be…, and BookSpeak! Her books have earned the Minnesota
Book Award, NCTE Notables, starred reviews, and more. She
offers resources for children’s writers at
https://www.laurasalas.com/writing-for-children/. She enjoys
teaching and speaking at writing conferences around the
country
Books:
Superhero Tryouts, 2023
Zap! Clap! Boom! 2023
Finding Family, 2023
We Belong, 2022
If You Want to Knit Some Mittens, 2021
Clover Kitty Goes to Kittygarte, 2020
Website: https://laurasalas.com

Patty DeDurr
Patty DeDurr lives in Des Moines, IA. She is a mom,
healthcare worker, and an author. She is passionate about
increasing neurodivergent representation in children's
literature as she is neurodivergent too. She also provides
educational information and resources for individuals
looking for guidance on her website Sensing Greatness.
Books:
This Kid Can Hyperfocus
Website: www.sensinggreatness.com

Terri Karsten
Retired teacher Terri Karsten lives in a hundred year old
house in the Mississippi river town of Winona, MN. After
discovering the joy of writing way back in elementary
school, she has written both fiction and non-fiction, with
publication credits in a variety of magazines, newspapers
and encyclopedias, including Highlights for Children,
Cobblestone, and Wee Wisdom.
Books:
The Legend of Goshado, 2020
Mindy Saves the Day, 2020
When Luck Runs Out, 2017
Website: http://www.terrikarsten.com
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A. L. Wegwerth
A. L. Wegwerth writes books for kids that are filled with
imagination, playfulness, and humor. She's a managing
editor by day, a hockey coach by night, a mom 24/7, and an
author in the early morning (and whenever else she might fit
it in).
Books:
I'm Going to Be a Hockey Star. River Horse Books, Sept. 2022.
Hockey Talk: Sauce, Spinorama, and More Ice-Time Lingo.
Capstone, Aug. 2022.
Contact:
https://twitter.com/ambermakeswaves
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ambermakeswaves/

Bonnie Paulsen
BONNIE D. PAULSEN has had a love of reading since she
was very small. She read to herself and to her children. She
also participated in story hour at her local library, enjoying
particularly the books that made children laugh. Paulsen has
a Doctorate of Nursing Practice (DNP) in trans-cultural
nursing, and has spent most of her career in public or
community health nursing. She lives with her husband, Jim,
in Maple Grove, Minnesota. She has two married sons and
five grandchildren.
Books:
Liddy Lou's Summer of Wild Hair!
facebook.com/bonniedpaulsenbooks

Katie Pasek
Katie Pasek is a senior legal writer for Thomson Reuters. She
graduated summa cum laude from Susquehanna University
with degree in journalism and a minor in writing. She has
been published by Echelon Press/Quake and in The LampPost magazine; Advocate, PKA’s literary magazine; and
Rostrum, the magazine for the National Forensic League.
She lives in Lakeville, MN, with her husband.
Books:
Junior’s New Home
Sure-foot Sam in Jeopardy
Website: www.katiepasek.com
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Elizabeth Crawford
Elizabeth Crawford is a children's book illustrator and writer,
sculptor, and photographer. Wonder in the natural world
fuels her work, a passion rooted in years as a country child.
Her imagery and language ask children to linger longer over
the nature they discover and forge their own curiosities. In
2000, Elizabeth began photographing her sculpture in
environments as children’s book illustrations. Elizabeth is
represented by Victoria Wells Arms of Wells Arms Literary
LLC in association with HG Literary.
Books:
Making a Trat (2017)
Making a Zank (2018)
Ninja Dreaming (2021)
Teahouse Dreaming (2021)
Cats Help Us (2022)
Website: elizabethcrawford.net

Janice McAlpine
anice McAlpine is a Canadian-born author, living in the US
since 2009. She has been writing most of her life, as a
freelance writer whose work has included newspaper
reporting, as a columnist for Canadian and American
newspapers, and featured articles in Canadian non-profit
organizational newsletters. She is currently working on Book
4 of the Molly McPherson - 1st Lady Series (for ages 5-10),
which is expected to be out in the fall of 2022.
Books:
Molly McPherson - 1st Lady (2017)
Molly Goes Camping (2018)
Dogsled Molly (2019)
Dogsled Molly Audiobook (2020)
Website: janicemcalpine.com

Kathi Wagner-Most
Kathy grew up in small-town Iowa and can still remember
the joy I felt in selecting my own adventures in the library.
Despite her Dyslexia, she loved everything about books. I
loved the way they smelled, the way they felt, and how their
words magically transported me to places unknown. I still
feel that way today.
Books:
The Mini Jokiest Joke Book: Side-Splitters That Will Keep You
Laughing Out Loud
The Ultimate Jokiest Joking Joke Book Ever Written . . . No
Joke!: The Hugest Pile of Jokes, Knock-Knocks, Puns, and
Knee-Slappers That Will Keep You Laughing Out Loud
Website: http://booksbykathiwagner-most.com/
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Michael Keller
Michael is a first time children’s picture book author residing
in Minneapolis, MN. He has won a Moonbeam Award, two
Benjamin Franklin Awards and two Midwest Book Awards for
his first title. He is the former CEO of Pearson Candy
Company and CMO of Dairy Queen. He lives with his wife
Gina in Uptown, and has three kids (22, 20 & 17), two stepdaughters (30, 27), two rescue dogs and a new pet gerbil.
Books:
The Legend of Jet the Gerbil – Could be the Greatest Gerbil
Story Ever Told
Website: www.jetthegerbil.com

Glenda Richmond Slater
Glenda Richmond Slater grew up in the Deep South and has
lived in various states in the North, South and Midwest. She
now lives and writes in Iowa City.
Slater has taken her interactive poems, “Goobers & Tubers &
Pickles & Peas,” to hundreds of elementary students. She
has been a family literacy consultant for the Lansing MI
literacy coalition and a Screen Actors Guild BookPal in
Wilmington NC, and is a member of SCBWI.
Books:
Prickle Pod Hero (MG)
Fooling Around with Shakespeare (YA)
The Junk Food King
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