
Faculty 
 
 
 
 

 

Jessica Anderson is an Editor at Little 
Brown Books for Young Readers and works 
on a wide range of picture books, middle 
grade, and YA fiction. She holds a bachelor’s 
degree in comparative 
literature from Columbia University. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Kirk Benshoff is an art director at Macmillan managing 
their First Second imprint with over twenty years of experience 
creating graphic novels, trade books, magazines, logos, 
illustrations, websites, and more. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Luana Horry is an editor of board books, picture books, 
and young graphic novels at Harper Collins Children's 
Publishers. Luana is looking for character-driven, 
inspirational, and clever commercial projects, and has a 
strong interest in stories that center Black and brown 
women and girls. 



 
 
 

 

Aneeka Kalia is an Editor at 
Viking/Penguin Random House and works 
on Picture Books, Middle Grade, and Young 
Adult Fiction and Narrative Nonfiction with a 
particular interest in sports (although 
definitely open to other categories). Aneeka 
likes humor in stories for all ages, 
contemporary/realistic fiction in the Middle 
Grade and Young Adult spaces, and character 
driven picture books. 

 
 
 

Joe Hox was born with a spade in one hand 
and a pencil in the other. He was raised on an 
Iowa farm where he spent summer days 
vanquishing thistles and sneaking off to sketch 
critters. These days, he lives in town and sketches 
for a living. He’s illustrated more than a dozen 
books. His favorite projects have been in 
collaboration with his wife, Kate Hox, a writer 
and in-home art director. 

 
 
 
 

Jenny Moyer is the author of the young 
adult sci-fi/fantasy FLASHFALL, and its 
sequel FLASHTIDE (Henry Holt/Macmillan.) 
She is a regional Emmy award-winning 
scriptwriter and co-owns Luminary Creative 
with her filmmaker husband. Jenny grew up in 
Arizona, where she learned to fly before she 
could drive, studied writing at Seattle Pacific 
University, and now lives with her family in 
Des Moines, Iowa. FLASHFALL was 
nominated for the Iowa High School Book 
Award. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Melissa Richeson is an Associate Literary Agent representing 
children’s books at Storm Literary Agency. Melissa works with 
published and pre-published creators across all children’s 
categories. Her clients are pleased to have found homes for their 
work at big five imprints and high-quality, independent 
publishers. Melissa continues to actively build her 
representation list, looking for that next great project to help 
kids develop a lifelong love of books. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Kristen Schroeder is a Twin Cities-based picture book 
author. Her debut title, ALIEN TOMATO, was published 
by Page Street Kids in July 2020. In addition to being a 
member of SCBWI, she's also a contributor in the 12x12 
community. Her second and third picture books are 
scheduled for publication in 2022. 

 
Bao Phi is an author who was born in Vietnam and 
raised in South Minneapolis. Bao Phi is a spoken word 
artist, published poet, and children's book author. He 
was named by Minneapolis Monthly as Best Author 2016, 
and an Artist of the Year and Author of the Year by City 
Pages, 2017 and 2018. 


