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Sarah Jane Abbott is an associate editor for Paula 
Wiseman Books and Beach Lane Books at Simon & 
Schuster. She started her career at S&S as a publicity 
assistant before joining Paula Wiseman Books and 
Beach Lane Books as editorial assistant in 2014. She 
is also on the editorial board of Simon & Schuster’s 
OfftheShelf.com.  She has had the pleasure of 
working on books such as The Boy, the Boat, and the 
Beast by Samantha M. Clark and Blue & Bertie by 
Kristyna Litten.  She loves quirky, character driven 
picture books with a lot of heart; non-fiction picture 
books, especially about little-known, strong women; 
and unique, literary middle grade novels. 
 

Jessixa Bagley is a children's book 
author/illustrator. Her love of books and storytelling 
are inspired by classic storybooks and her childhood 
experiences in the Pacific Northwest. Jessixa has 
traveled both domestically and internationally for 
school visits, keynotes, and workshops to speak about 
her books. Her first picture book, Boats for Papa, has 
won numerous awards accolades including the 2016 
Washington State Book Award. Her picture 
book, Laundry Day, is the winner of a 2018 Ezra Jack 
Keats Honor Award for Writing. She lives in Seattle 
with her husband and son. 
 

Linda Camacho has a B.S. in Communication from 
Cornell University and an MFA in creative writing from the 
Vermont College of Fine Arts. She’s held various positions 
at Penguin Random House, Dorchester, Simon and 
Schuster, Writers House, and Prospect Agency. Now at 
Galt & Zacker Literary Agency, Linda is looking for MG, 
YA, and adult fiction across all genres (especially 
upmarket, women’s fiction/romance, and literary horror); 
she's also seeking select picture book and graphic 
novel writer-illustrators. 

 



  
 
 

 

 

MARIA T. MIDDLETON is the Art Director of Imprints at 
Candlewick Press and Walker Books US. Beginning her career 
at HarperCollins, Maria spent more than a decade designing 
award-winning books for Abrams Books and then for 
Random House Children's Books. In her current role, Maria 
works across a variety of formats and genres including board 
books, picture books, middle-grade, young adult, graphic 
novels, and non-fiction. Most notable are Max & the 
Midknights by Lincoln Peirce, Inkling by Kenneth Oppel, 
and Malamander by Thomas Taylor. Maria is drawn to out-
of-the-box thinking, hand-lettered typography, and quirky 
but lovable characters. She's a southerner at heart, a New 
Yorker by choice, a fan of serial commas, strong coffee, and 
the color red. You can find her at mariamiddleton.com and 
follow her on Instagram and Twitter @mariatmiddleton. 
 

http://mariamiddleton.com/

